Keynote Speaker- Laura Furgione

Director, National Weather Service

Alaska Region
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Address: 222 West 7th Avenue #23 Anchorage, AK 99513-7575 _

Phone: 07-271-5136 

email: laura.furgione@noaa.gov 

Educational Background or Degree:

B.S. in Atmospheric Science 1993 from the University of Missouri – Columbia

Master of Public Administration 2004 from the University of Alaska - Southeast

High school course work you would recommend to students:

As much math and science as possible.

Is there a person or event that influenced you in choosing this career?
I have encountered many role models and mentors throughout my career.  If I had to pick a handful of individuals that were most influential, I would say my grandmother, my sister, and my college work study supervisor, and my recently retired secretary.  Each of those individuals inspired and encouraged me to do my best at every task.  The attention to detail really makes a big difference in your personal actions as well as professional products and documents.

Are there positive or negative things that have shaped your personal and/or career choices?
Role models and mentors come in many shapes and sizes.  The influence they have upon you is what you take and make of it.  For example my brother, led by example and taught me many things that I should not do.  Through his gracious wrong doings I was able to understand or modify my behavior accordingly.  Additionally, my high school counselor motivated me through reverse psychology.  By telling me to attend the local junior collage and not a major university forced me to try harder and succeed.

Do you have any advice for students? 

Get involved in as many diverse projects as possible.  Do not let the unknown or lack of knowledge in a particular subject divert your attention.  Let your curiosity take over and yearn to learn.  When I moved to Alaska from Missouri, I didn’t know much about the ocean or marine weather forecasting.  In turn, I joined the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary in an effort to broaden my expertise.

May students contact you after the conference?  Yes  

Helpful websites or links:

National Weather Service (NWS) http://www.weather.gov/
NWS Alaska Region Headquarters http://www.arh.noaa.gov/
American Meteorological Society (AMS) Information and Resources for Students

http://www.ametsoc.org/amsstudentinfo/index.html
AMS Career Guide http://www.ametsoc.org/atmoscareers/index.html
