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Employer Name: National Weather Service

Address:6930 Sand Lake Rd., Anchorage, AK 99502
Phone: (907) 266-5117
Email: renee.wise@noaa.gov 
Overview of your job: Using computer models and a variety of observations, I interpret and forecast the weather. Since the weather never stops, the job does involve shift work; weekends and nights. I also have the opportunity to communicate with the community in outreach ventures and weather spotter training. A unique aspect of working in the Anchorage forecast office is the ability to fill-in on the Alaska Weather Show, as well.
Educational Background or Degree: M.S. in Geosciences with a Concentration in Broadcast Meteorology.
High school course work you would recommend to students: I would recommend any subject that interests the student. Weather can be applied to a number of fields, from social sciences (where and how it affects people) to natural sciences like math and physics (computer modeling, dynamics).
Is there a person or event that influenced you in choosing this career? I can’t say that there was one thing that triggered my interest in the weather. I’ve always been interested in how weather affects people.
Are there positive or negative things that have shaped your personal and/or career choices? When I started with the NWS, I was just beginning my family. The federal government was a more stable choice than working at a television station doing broadcast meteorology.
May students contact you after the conference?   Yes 
